Teacher Training Workshops
Teacher training workshops have been organised in the
partner countries to work with the Boys Reading Toolkit for
the first time in a real-life setting following a general
framework:

3 workshops

min. 10 teachers participating

Getting to know the background and contents of the
toolkit

Discussion on learning contents and design

Developing own learning units
(min. 3 lessons)
Toolkit contents
PART I - Introduction to Literature for
Teenage Boys and its Subcategories
PART II - Review of significant texts for
teenage boys in partner countries
PART III - Guidelines and ideas for
successful reading promotion to teenage
boys
PART IV - Guidelines and ideas for
incorporating boys' literature in the
curriculum
PART V - Sample actions and activities
for reading promotion to boys
PART VI - Case Studies from European
Schools

Impressions from different countries

First experience in real life
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GREECE
An average of 22 people
attended each workshop session
organised by Doukas School. The
participants included teachers
from primary and secondary
schools, librarians and regional
educational board administrators.
In the first workshop, the research findings from national
and international sources concerning the reading habits of
adolescent boys were presented and participants became
familiar with the genre preferences and specific book titles
popular among boys.

In the second workshop, activities from the Toolkit were
discussed that educators can use in the classroom to
motivate boys. These activities were distributed to the participants
in the form of a poster. The participants then broke up into smaller
groups to collaborate and develop
their own lesson plans.
In the third and final Boys Reading
Workshop, each group finalized
and presented truly multi-faceted
lesson plans. The lesson plans were
based on the following selections
from literature popular among
adolescent boys: "The Little Prince", "The Diary of a Wimpy Kid:
The Last Straw", "The Pirates of the Caribbean" and "The Parrot's
Theorem."

Impressions from different countries
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CROATIA
The training course started in November with 18
participants, teachers and librarians from elementary
schools from the wider Split area.
After the first introduction to the Boys
Reading project and discussion of
different strategies to promote reading
among boys, the participants discussed
interdisciplinary ways of introducing
literary materials to students. During and
after the second session, the participants
developed lesson plans, which they
subsequently piloted in class.
Furthermore, during the whole training
period in November/December 2015,
trainees had the opportunity to share
their experiences with other course
members on the
online forum
discussions. The
project
coordinator
participated and
offered support
and guidance
during this
implementation
phase.

PORTUGAL
The Boys Reading training course in
Castelo Branco was offered to
teachers and librarians. It
was
accepted as a credited in-service
workshop (oficina de formação) for
the attendees by the national accreditation board in November,
2015, and extending for a period of three years.
The course is entitled, in Portuguese, ‘Paridade de Géneros e
Promoção da Leitura’ (Gender Equity and Reading Promotion) and
has been credited with 1.2 credits for upper primary and middle
school teachers in the
area of Pedagogy and
Didactics in Practice
(Organization
of
School Libraries). 15
contact hours are previewed for this course,
organised in 5 sessions
of 3 hours, as well as
20 hours of self-study.
Among the 14
participants in the
workshops, there were
teachers and teacher
librarians from a wide
regional backsgound including different school clusters.

Impressions from different countries
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POLAND
The final Boys Reading
Workshop took place in midDecember 2015 at the University
of Lodz. All the meetings
with the participating teachers
were influential and rewarding
both for the teachers and the
project partner who organised the training sessions.
They received very positive feedback on the list of books for
teenagers and class activities. Also the Boys
Reading Toolkit and the training course itself
were highly evaluated. Three units (3 lessons
each) were created and initially piloted
at schools:




Unit 1: Percy Jackson
Unit 2: Young Hero Against
the World
Unit 3: Amos Oz: How to
Cure a Fanatic

ROMANIA
Three workshops have been
implemented with 16 teachers
(Romanian and foreign language
teachers) from schools and high
schools from villages and cities of the
Argeş County. The participants were
engaged in the workshop and found
the outcomes of the Boys Reading project really useful for their
teaching practice.
They emphasized the needs to
know and apply motivation,
diverse,
attractive
and
customized methods to combat
boys’ reluctance to reading.
Teachers expressed opinions
about the difficulties they face in
the classroom with boys’ reading
and writing skills and pointed to the factors that generate
differences between boys and girls.
The rigidity of the curriculum and the impossibility of catering to
one gender in the classroom, were identified as key issues in
handling boys’ reading. The participants appreciated the examples
and practical activities during the workshops, and explicitly
mentioned that the clear practical
tools offered by the Boys Reading
project are useful and that they will
adapt and apply them in their
classrooms. Also, the participants’
feedback regarding the facilities of the
e-Learning platform was positive.

Follow-up
The next steps that the teachers in each country will undertake
is the testing and implementation of the developed learning
units in actual classroom settings (if not done yet) and to
integrate the literature and methodology discussed in the
workshop into the lessons. The implementation phase will be
accompanied by a set of activities:

Online discussions

Assessing E-twinning opportunities to connect with
other European schools on the topic

Collation of teacher and student feedback

Reflections and improvements

Toolkit finalisation in each partner
language
The next working phases include:

National promotion events

Final conference on 3 June
2016 in Split, Croatia

Partners

Boys Reading met with
Jeff Kinney — author of the
‚Diary of a Wimpy Kid‘ series

Contact us at:
http://boysreading.org
2014-1-HR01-KA200-007171
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication [communication] and all its contents
reflect the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot
be held responsible for any use which may be made of the
information contained therein.

Consortium

Coming up next...

Implementation phase
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